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Women from the eight-county Kentucky River Region met on Tuesday, October 

26, at The Feed Store restaurant in Jackson, and addressed concerns related to the five 

major KCW areas of interest in a way that further identifies our area as unique in the 

state.  Economic oppression, in particular, traditionally is and has been a detriment to 

women in our region, which has gained certain notoriety because of our poverty level.  

This is, particularly, a challenge for all five chairs and their committees to address. 

    Our attendees felt a true kinship to the acute need for more and improved 

educational opportunities; a continuous striving toward better health care and preventive 

medicine for mountain women and our children; a raised awareness of the need for equal 

benefits, opportunities, and pay especially in a time when most families depend on a two-

person income in order to survive; the increased need for women (and their dependent 

children) to have independent means to live and survive in the absence of a 

husband/father; and more awareness of what it takes for a woman to be a leader in what 

is traditionally still a man's world. 

    In our breakout sessions a number of strong ideas arose, particularly in the areas 

of education, health and well-being, and leadership, and these will be "fleshed out" in 

future committee meetings.  Of particular concern in both the Leadership & Education 
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Committees -- and recognized as important in the other three major areas -- was a 

perceived need to  "start young"  while girls are still in middle and high school, before 

traditional and current trends can start to take hold in the way they live their lives. 

  

 

 
 


